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Senators vote to save healthcare 

 

Thank you for your advocacy. Early the morning ,July 28, the 
Senate defeated legislation that would have ended healthcare 
coverage for millions of seniors, veterans, children and  
low-income working families. Lutherans sent thousands of 
emails and messages to their Senators, and the impact is now 
clear. Our elected leaders must find bi-partisan solutions to the 
challenges that face our nation.  

Soon members of Congress will return home for the August  
recess.  We have an opportunity to urge them to work together 
on improving the Affordable Care Act and many other  
important issues.     (continued page 8) 

Fresh Start Update...By Pastor Rick 

We had a burst of sales in June and July; showed off our manufacturing shop to a group from 

St. Matthew and accomplished some important strategic work. With the help of board member 

Mark Summers, we are focusing on ways to package and ship our products at the same time 

as we work on a major upgrade to our website. We want to add on-line selling to our sales 

strategy.  

We graduated one of our employees who was able to locate a 
much higher-paying job and will continue his journey back to the 
mainstream. Congratulations, Mike! 

Anticipating the next level of our development, Lee Whittemore is 
taking on a role to shepherd custom work, act as a resource to 
manufacturing and to work with Mark Summers on developing 
product blueprints and devising ways to package products for 
shipment.  Ron Bell is stepping up as Production Supervisor  
taking the lead on manufacturing, and working with and directing 
our employees.  Ron has come from the ranks of those we sought 
to serve and is a miracle of faith, persistence and talent. 
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Yes, There IS EVIL, and There IS GOOD!...By Pastor Rick 

Throughout the Time after Pentecost we pause in our worship to ask the question, ñHow has 

the Holy Spirit been present in your life?ò  The stories shared are often poignant, comforting, 

and powerful.  At times a member is so disturbed by what is happening in the world that he/she 

feels called to express concerns and fears.  This normally relates to what is happening to those 

most vulnerable and how evil is present in our world today. 

In Matthew this past Sunday (July 23), the evangelist spoke directly to matters of good and evil.  

It was the parable of the weeds (from Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43).  In the midst of a frightening 

battle over health insurance, and 1/6th of the economy of the United States, one can see both 

good and evil in the debates.  The Korean threats, our relationship with China and Iran, the  

circumstances in Syria, Afghanistan, and Iraq all have elements and individuals that we might 

characterize as either good or evil.  Millions of homeless and at-risk refugees are looking for 

safety from violence and poverty. Our own country has moved to treat immigrants and refugees 

harshly, and starvation is spreading in Yemen and other parts of the world. Terrorism and other 

daily horrors are plaguing people all over the planet.  Yes, there is visible and active evil in this 

world. 

Without reprising Sundayôs sermon, I was struck by the power of scripture to guide us in these 

very difficult times.  Here are some takeaways for me: 

There is good and evil in our world, and they live together. 

We are part of the problem and the solution. 

We are saints and sinners at the same time. 

We fall short. 

God is in control, and is the ultimate judge of each one of us. 

We show by our capability to love and seek holiness that we are different. 

We do not ignore wrongdoing and evil.   

We care for the vulnerable, we present alternatives to evil, and we ask God for help. 

With resources being re-directed and eliminated, our Friday Gatherings are all the more  

critical and the energy in these times together is growing.  There are more pictures on the 

walls, more people wanting to help, and visitors coming to understand at a deeper level of  

understanding of the people we serve. 

God calls us to be prepared as things grow more difficult and as people are increasingly left 

without the resources to cope.  Thatôs one reason why our Friday Gatherings are so important, 

providing sustenance at a time of scarcity, and Fresh Start can be so important providing the 

means for people to transform their lives.   

As our Stateôs financial crisis and our national direction to further diminish the safety net for the 

poor, the sick, the disabled and the elderly gather steam, letôs keep our eyes on ways to be 

with each other and work to turn the tide.  We are not defeated, we are empowered.  We can 

know and trust in a loving and merciful God, and the truth that has sustained our nation to be-

come a beacon for the world.   

May we all find courage and hope in the fact that goodness and mercy are é.(continued page 8) 
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Directory Update RequestéBy Dawn Scagel 

Please help me to help you! In order to communicate effectively to the congregation, I need to 

be able to get hold of you. Please provide me with an update of your addresses (email and 

residential), phone numbers and birthdays and anniversaries so I can properly recognize you 

and update our directory and church records. 

Please fill out the following form and drop it off in the offering plate or the basket on my door or 

mail it to me at the church.  Even if there have been no changes in your information, please fill 

out the form. 

Please use one form for each person in your family. 

First and Last Name: (Please Print) _________________________________ 

Residential address: _____________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________ State: ______ Zip: __________ 

Mailing address if different: _______________________________________ 

City: ________________________________ State: ______ Zip: __________ 

Home Phone number: ___________________________________________ 

Work Phone number: ____________________________________________ 

Cell phone: ____________________________________________________ 

Email Address: __________________________________________________ 

Birthday (Month/Day): _________________ 

 

Anniversary Date (include year) ________________ 

Preferred method of contact: (Check as many methods desired, indicate which is primary) 

Mail ______ Phone _____ Work Phone ________ Cell Phone _____ Email __________ 
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Our church is having a Reformation 500 Bookstore!  

The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is fast approaching! Do you want to learn more 
about Martin Luther, his writings, and their impact on Christianity? Do you want to reflect on 
the ongoing impact of the Reformation today? Stop by our Reformation 500 Bookstore to shop 
for engaging books on the Reformation for readers of all ages and interests! Save up to 50% 
plus receive free shipping on all Bookstore titles. 

Our Bookstore is sponsored by Augsburg Fortress, the publishing ministry of the ELCA. The 
books will include bestselling biographies like Luther the Reformer as well as an atlas of the 
European Reformations, a graphic novel for young read-
ers, and primary sources from  
The Annotated Luther series.  

Save the dates: Our bookstore will be available during 
October 29 through November 11.  

Additional information on dates and times of sale will be 
posted in future newsletters. 

WHY BAN FRACKING WASTE?  

To Protect Public Health, Property & City Budgets 

From Costly Remediation 

Billions of gallons of liquid wastes & hundreds of thousands 

of tons of solid wastes are produced in Pennsylvania drilling 

for gas & oil. This waste is shipped to at least eight states, 

with CT pending. Radioactivity & chemical toxins in this 

waste cause cancers, birth defects, neurological &  

developmental problems, organ damage & other health issues 

(toxins-arsenic, lead, benzene, toluene, radioactive radium + 

100s more). Hartford risks receiving contaminated effluent 

from hazardous wastewater facilities to be sent by tanker 

trucks to the MDC wastewater treatment facility. 

Who has banned fracking waste? 

21 towns & cities including: Bloomfield, Branford, Middletown, New London, New Milford & Windsor. Hartford needs 

to catch up to hundreds of municipalities, NYC & 15 counties in neighboring NY that are already protected. 

Why ban this at the local level? 

Right now, itôs the only way to protect your community. Sadly, state legislators have failed three times in five years to 

ban this waste. Current state law is a temporary moratorium with loopholes, and it requires CT DEEP to submit  

regulations for review, starting this summer & no later than next summer. Radioactivity & chemical contamination has 

spread in other states due to accidents, spills, leaks, discharge into waterways after treatment efforts. CT DEEPôs rules 

on paper cannot stop this from happening in CT, too. We need Hartford residents to rise up & make sure their Council 

acts. 

Is this legal? YES 

Hartford has the authority to prohibit wastes & protect the health, property, safety & welfare of residents, as written in 

multiple sections of CT General Statutes Ä 7-148. 

What can YOU do? 

Please attend on August 14th. Help fill the room to show support. Make a comment, if you want. SAVE THE 

DATE. MARK YOUR CALENDARS. ASK FRIENDS & FAMILY TO JOIN YOU. TAKE ACTION. BE 

THERE. THANKS. THE 21 TOWNS & CITIES THAT HAVE PASSED TOXIC, RADIOACTIVE FRACKING 

WASTE BANS IN CT HAVE HAD A HUGE OUTPOURING OF SUPPORT FROM LOCAL CITIZENS. 

HARTFORD RESIDENTS CAN SHOW THIS SPIRIT, TOO. 
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